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S1MPLICITY. 

During recent discussions regarding Anesthesia 
Stress has been laid upon the frequent obligation of 
practitioners to combine the functions of operator 
- andanesthetist. The difficulty is inseparable from 
Veterinary practice, and, while most serious in the 
country, is by no means unknown in towns. We 
can only accept it, minimising it as best we can ; 
and on that account the practitioner, whatever his 
individual preferences among methods of anesthesia 
may be, should in all cases be familiar with the 
simpler ones. The sprinkled towel method, for in- 
stance, has its drawbacks ; but its simplicity renders 
it extremely useful in some fairly frequent circum- 


stances. 

Possibly all members | not fully realise the 
importance of simplicity of method in practice. 
Even in large practices it is considerable, and it is 
much more so in small, one-man ones. When one 
clinical method is decidedly simpler than another, 
the first may often be practicable when the other is 
not. And often, though two methods may yield 
equal results under ideal conditions, the greater 
simplicity of one may give it a considerable super- 
iority for nearly all a work. 

Much of the popularity ‘of skin-sterilisation by 
iodine depends upon this. Theoretically, it is said 
to confer a more certain asepsis than the older 
methods ; but many men who have never heard of 
these alleged advantages practise it for the sake of 
the patent one of its simplicity. On this score it 
has been something like a godsend to men in gen- 
eral practice, both medical and veterinary. It en- 
ables operations to be done with something like 
asepticity under conditions which would render 
asepsis unapproachable by the older methods. 

mpare Carrel’s method of wound treatment. 
Its advocates claim that it is superior to all others ; 
and, when it can be properly carried out, it may 
be. But, though perfectly applicable to some vet- 
erinary patients, it will always be impracticable for 
the greater part of our every-day work. It ma 
attain an assured though limited position in veteri- 
nary surgery ; it can never be one of our popular 
methods. 

In daily veterinary practice, simplicity of method 
is often almost everything, Probably it will always 
be so, and possibly, in consequence, some methods 
may deservedly retain a place in general practice 
after they have dropped out of infirmary work. 
Old simple ones that have stood the test of every- 


day work should not be lightly discarded. 


SOME SURGICAL CASES. 
By G. C. Lancaster, F.R.C.v.s., Burnley. 


On Wednesday July 3rd a farmer came to the 
surgery and asked me if I could do anything for his 
foal which was so badly ruptured in the scrotum 
that when out in the field it sat down on its hind 
quarters like a dog, and could scarcely move. 

The following day I went to his farm and there 
found a weedy half-bred Shire foal with a scrotum 
as large as a heifer’s udder, and the animal walking 
on its hind toes with its hocks as wide apart as it 
could possibly bend them. This foal was six weeks 
old, and bred from an old mare which had laminitis 
of old standing in both fore feet. 

On Monday July 9th I operated. Prior to the 
operation I gave him one ounce of chloral hydrate 
in a pint of milk, which had splendid effect and 
kept him quiet, although the operation lasted about 
one and-a-half hours. After the customary cleans- 
ing and disinfecting, the scrotum was opened as if 
for the covered operation for castration, and after 
the tunica vaginalis had been dissected from the 
scrotum the end was picked up and the intestines 
returned to the abdomen, A piece of fine strong 
string was threaded through a needle which was in- 
serted through the middle of the sac as high up as 
a to prevent it from slipping down, and the 
oose ends were tied around it in the form of a liga- 
ture and pulled as tightly as possible. The ends 
were left long enough to hang down through the 
opening in the scrotum. The other side was treat- 
ed similarly then both testicles were cut off. I 
may say that I used an emasculator to remove 
them, but it was of no use, so I resorted to the 
écraseur. 

Both scrotal wounds were plugged and loosely 
sutured, the plugs were refnoved two days after- 
wards with most of the stitches. Warm antiseptic 
fomentations and wound lotion comprised the after 
treatment, and in eight days both the ligatures had 
fallen off, and the foal appeared to be doing first 
class. I visited it for another week and then gave 
over. 

On Monday August 4th the farmer came to say 


Y | that his foal was almost as bad as before, but only 


on one side (left side). I went to see it, and found 
that the rupture had given way and the intestines 
were down, causing colicky pains. I decided to op- 
erate again on the following day. 

I gave a dose of chloral as before. The rupture 
was a very large one—one could put three fingers 
down it with ease, but the membranes were thicker 
and stronger as the foal was now ten weeks old. 
The intestines were returned with ease after the 
animal was on its back, and the sac was opened to 
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see if there were any adhesions and ligatured again 
as high up as possible, and after the same manner 
as before. The sac was cut off from about an inch 
from the ligature, about four inches in length, and 
the wound was treated as before. 

The foal did remarkably well, and was sold at a 
farm sale a few weeks ago with only a small swel- 
ling about as large as a hazel nut, which I presume 
will be fibrous tissue. I was not surprised at it 
wanting a second operation, and told the farmer so, 
because the membranes were like tissue paper at 
the first operation ; consequently were not strong 
enough to support the weight of the intéstines. 
However, the frst operation kept it alive until they 
were. 


On Monday August 4th I operated on two mares 
for nymphomania—one an army cavalry horse and 
the other a young half-legged Irish bred mare. The 
former did remarkably well and was at work the 
following Monday. After removing the second 
ovary (left) from the Irish mare I found to my hor- 
ror there was profuse hemorrhage from the ovarian 
vessels. This I tried to stop with my fingers, but 
this had no effect, so I placed on the ecraseur, 
tightened it up and left it on for a few seconds, and 
this stopped all bleeding. There was a considerable 
amount of clotted blood in the abdomen which I re- 
moved as well as I could with my hand through 
the vaginal wound, but I knew full well that it 
would soon be a dead animal. She lived exactly a 
fortnight, during which time her temperature varied 
from 102 to 106°4 ; the pulse was regular, but very 
weak towards the end. 

After Tuesday August 5th she never had a pro- 
per motion and the urine dribbled from her several 
times a day, in fact towards the last it was two or 
three times each hour. She had a laxative diet and 
eggs and new milk twice a day ; with mag. sulph. and 
pot. nit. in the drinking water and various other 
medicines including two hypodermic injections of 
strychnine. On fine days she was turned out to 
graze, but only stood under the field wall and took 
no notice of anything. Things gradually got worse 
and on Monday August 18th she died. 

I gave the knacker man strict orders to be as 
careful as possible in opening her. He did hisbest, 
but it was impossible to dissect her properly because 
the intestines were adherent to the abdominal wall 
and to the uterus. It was a conglomeration of ab- 
dominal organs, all firmly attached, so much so 
that it was only after very careful searching and 
dissection that I could make out the uterus, and 
the bladder was equally difficult to detect, but the 
knacker man had accidentally cut it through in re- 
moving the organs. I have kept a small piece of 
the intestine where it was adherent to the abdomi- 
nal wall as a museum specimen. 

Had this mare not been young and in good 
health probably she would not have lived so long. 
In removing that particular ovary I took special 
care, as the ligament was seong. and after tighten- 
ing up the écraseur I waited a few seconds before 


cutting it through, nevertheless it bled, and this is 
the result—a dead mare with uterus, bladder and 
intestines so firmly cemented together that you 
could not tell one from the other, also the intestines 
adherent to the abdominal wall. 


JOINT-ILL INVESTIGATION. 


The annual report of the Clydesdale Horse Society, 
submitted to the members at the annual general meet- 
ing in the Religious Institution Rooms, Buchanan Street, 
Glasgow, last week, contains the following report on 
the work done under the auspices of the Joint-ill 
committee in 1919, submitted by the convenor of the 
Scientific Sub-Committee :— 


During the past season the inquiry took the form of 
testing the serum and vaccine. The serum had given 
splendid results as far as the test went—when used as a 
preventative—and the best results were got when the 
mare was treated before foaling. There are living foals 
from mares which never had a living foal before. Good 
results are also shown in the foals that were inoculated 
after birth with the view of preventing the disease. 

During the ensuing season it is intended to issue the 
following circular letter to veterinary surgeons :— 


Dear S1r,—I beg to inform you that as a result of the 
work done by those in charge of the joint-ill enquiry 
during the last two yeafs, it has been decided to issue a 
vaccine and a serum for the prevention and treatment 
of this disease. The following methods'may be adopted:- 


A. (1) Mares which had affected foals at the last 
parturition must be treated with vaccine hypodermically, 
a series of three doses being given at weekly intervals 
commencing wg be March, or last dose to be given at 
least one month before foaling. 

(2) In order to compare the efficacy of the two 
methods, mares which had affected foals at the last part- 
urition may be given a dose of serum in March, followed 
by a second dose in April. In some cases a dose in 
April only should be given, a last or only dose to be 
given at least a fortnight before foaling. 

B. The foal must be given a dose of serum as soon 
after birth as possible, preferably by the intravenous 
route. 

It is very desirable that the practitioner should adopt 
all three preventive methods. I enclose a number of 
forms, one to be filled up for each case treated. It is 
absolutely imperative that this be done, as a complete 
record of results is of the very highest importance. Care 
must also be exercised in the use of the terms “vaccine” 
and “serum.” 

C. Foals showing early signs of the disease should 
at once receive a full dose of the serum hypodermically 
behind the scapula, or preferably intravenously, and this 
should be repeated, if necessary, in twenty-four or forty- 
eight hours. 

e materials will be provided free of charge on appli- 
cation to me, and the practitioner must charge his fee to 
the owner wishing to have his animals treated. As the 
practitioner will have a record of suitable mares for 
treatment, it is requested that he asks only for the 
amount of materials he requires. 

Those materials are perfectly innocuous, but the com- 
mittee will not be responsible for any illness arising at 
the time of their use.—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Wm. Brown. 
O, CHarnock BraDLey. 
J. R. M'Catt. 


North British Agriculturist, 
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NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
LANCASHIRE Division. 


A meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, 
on January 22nd. The President, Mr. A. W. Noel-Pil- 
lers, Liverpool, in the chair. The attendance included 
Messrs. Wolstenholme, Taylor, F. Hopkir, Whitehead, 
Burndred, Wright, Stent, ke, New, Curbishley, Brit- 
tlebank, Woods, Spruell, T. Hopkin, Ingram, and Elam. 
Visitor : W. A. MacGregor, junr. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Eaton-Jones, Hy. Sumner, Hy. Sumner, junr., Lord, 
Abson, Holroyd, and McKinna. Mr. Sumner’s absence 
being due to indisposition, Mr. Locke proposed and Mr. 
.Curbishley seconded that a letter be sent from the As- 
sociation wishing him a speedy recovery. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were ap- 
ones, = the proposal of Mr. Brittlebank, seconded by 

r. Wright. 

Minutes of Council. The Secretary read the follow- 
ing resolutions of the Council arising out of the paper 
read by Mr. Henry Sumner on “ Reconstruction and the 
Policy of the Profession ” :— 

1. That no member be adopted by the Lancashire 
V.M.A. as candidate for Council of the R.C.V.S., with- 
out a clear expression of his views on professional poli- 


tics. 

2. That all candidates for Council be pledged to sup- 
port the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill. 

3. That all candidates for Council be requested to sup- 
port a policy requiring that the complete administrative 
control of all animal diseases be placed in the hands of 
the veterinary profession. 

4. The Lancashire V.M.A. to consider the alteration 
of rules to enable meetings to be held as often as the 
Council consider necessary. 

5. That a revision of the educational syllabus of the 
R.C.V.S. be discussed at a full meeting of the Lancashire 
V.M.A. 

After some discussion Mr. Whitehead proposed and 
Mr. Wright seconded, that the first three resolutions be 
forwarded to the National V.M.A, so that they may be 
brought up at the next annual meeting of the N.V.M.A. 
(Carried). 

As a consequence of the fourth resolution, Mr. Wol- 
stenholme formally moved an alteration of the rules 
that meetings of the Association be held at such intervals 
as the Council may determine and that they should not 
be restricted to any particular place. 

Mr. Burndred in seconding this said that more mem- 
bers were wanted in the associations which in the opini- 
on of some are run by cliques. If the meetings were 
held at different places this feeling would be avoided. 
(Carried). 

The PrestDENT said that the Council recommended 
that the next meeting be held at Liverpool, and that the 
arrangements as to time and place of meeting be left to 
the President. This was proposed by Mr. Elam and 
seconded by Mr. Stent. (Carried). 

Mr. BritrLeBaANK asked that a many of tke 
practitioners in Liverpool area be invited, so as to try to 
persuade them to join this or some similar association. 

As regards the fifth resolution, after some discussion 
Mr. Whitehead pro and Mr. Burndred seconded 
that a paper on Methods of teaching, Internal examina. 
tions, etc., be discussed at an early meeting. (Carried) 

AnnuaL DINNER. 

The Council recommended that an annual dinner and 
reunion be held at an early date. This was carried on 
the proposition of Mr. Burndred, seconded by Mr. Locke. 
The date to be left in the hands of the President, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer. 


NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Mr. GLADSTONE MAYALL, proposed by Mr. Brittlebank 

r. J. B. CHADWICK, pro r. Wright, secon- 
ded by Mr. Locke. 

Mr. H. LatuHaM, proposed by Mr. Noel-Pillers, secon- 
ded by Mr. Stent. 

Mr. H. Brepy, proposed by Mr. Stent, seconded by 
Mr. Locke. 

Election of members. Mr. Warwick Fowle, Birken- 
head ; Messrs. W. G. Berry, W. L. Cockburn, J. W. 
White, G. M. Davey, T. Scotson, Hy. Sumner, jnr., all 
of Liverpool ; T. Wilson, Nantwich; J. J. Garside, 
Stockport ; C. F. Shaweross, Altrincham ; J. B. Garside, 
Congleton ; and N. Howe, Macclesfield were unanimous- 
ly elected. 

Honorary member, As some doubt existed about 
electing honorary members under the rules, it was ar- 
ranged to postpone this for further consideration. 

Place of meeting. A discussion arose as to changin 
the rooms for meetings in Manchester, but it was 
to leave the matter for the present. 

The PresipEnt reported that the Council thought it 
advisable to draw up a list of subjects for discussion at 
future meetings, and the names of certain gentlemen 
were submitted for consideration. 


PROFESSIONAL FEEs. 


Mr. BrirrLeBaNnk proposed that the question of fees 
in the area covered by this Association should be consi- 
dered at an early date, and that the Council be asked to 
draw up recommendations as a basis to work from. 

Treasurer’s Report. Mr, Stent regretted that he was 
unable to give a complete report, but he would have it 

rinted and circulated for the next meeting. There is a 
alance of about £44 which is better than in other 
years. 

Mr. BRITTLEBANK gave notice that he would move at 
the next meeting “That a contribution of £10 10s. be 
sent from this Association to the Victoria University of 
Manchester Extension Fund.” In putting forward this 
resolution he ventured to say that in the minds of a good 
many they hoped that the association between the vet- 
erinary profession generally and the large Universities 
would become closer. A fairly intimate association with 
the Manchester University already existed, and had 
done so for many years. Every ible opportunit 
was given to veterinary surgeons who chose to take 
vantage of the facilities offered by this great University. 
Immense fields remained still untouched which he re. 
garded as essential not only to the educational but to 
the commercial welfare of our country, and he hoped 
that in proposing such a resolution it would meet with 
the approval of those present. 


Report by Mr. G. H. Locke, delegate of the Lanca- 
shire V.M.A. to the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress 
held at Newcastle-on-Tyne, July 28th to August 2nd, 
1919. 

I beg to report that I attended the meetings of the 
Conference, and am pleased to say it was the best atten- 
ded by veterinarians I have ever seen, in addition to 
representatives of other bodies interested in Public 
Health. The papers were very interesting and instruc- 


journals. 
, Mr. J. Malcolm F.R.¢.v.s., presided, and opened the 
proceedings with a presidential address. The following 
papers were read :— we 
(1) Rabies, a paper by Sir Stewart Stockman, read in 
his absence by Mr. Malcolm. Discussion opened by 
Prof. Gaiger, Glasgow. 
(2) The Utilization of Condemned Meat and other 


Foodstuffs with waste products of slaughtering in the 


tive to all. These have been published in the veterinary" 
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manufacture of poultry, pig and dog foods, read by 
Messrs. Lloyd and Priestly of Sheffield. Discussion 
opened by Mr. Hayhurst, Islington Market, London. 

(3) Equine Mange, by Prof. Gofton, Edinburgh. 
Discussion opened by Prof. Wooldridge. 


(4) The Position of Veterinary Science in this country | p 


in relation to Public Health and Agriculture. Discussion 
opened by Mr. Parker, Newcastle-on-Tyne. - 

(5) The Relation of County and Municipal Veterinary 
Inspectors to the Control of Contagious Disease in Ani- 
mals, and the fuller development of a wholesome Meat 
and Milk supply, by Mr. Hugh Begg, Lanark. Discussion 
opened by Mr. Parker. , 

' All the papers were well discussed in the short time 
at our disposal. The Veterinary section could well fill 
in another day at these meetings. - 

The following resolution with respect to rabies was 


passed unanimously :— 

“That in the opinion of the section, a recommenda- 
tion should go to the Council of the Royal Sanitary In- 
stitute, asking them to forward this resolution to the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries ” :— 


“That the Rabies Order of 1919 should be so altered 
in the interests of the general public that no suspicious 
case of rabies should be shot or destroyed in any other 
way ; but that it be kept under detention and observa- 
tion to enable the veterinary officers of the Board to ar- 
rive at an early diagnosis as to whether the dog was the 
subject of rabies or not.” This resolution is sent be- 
cause it is in the interest of the person bitten that a 
very early diagnosis should be arrived at. 

second resolution was unanimously passed for con- 
sideration by the Council of the R.S.I., with a view to 
its being forwarded to the Prime Minister, the Minister 
of Health and the President of the Board of Agriculture : 
“That in the interests of Public Health, no satisfactory 
mapeereses can be expected in the inspection of meat 
unless the Ministry of Health take the necessary ste 
to abolish all private slaughter-houses in Great Britain 
and Ireland ; and that unless fully qualified veterinary 
surgeons well versed in meat inspection are appointed 
to carry out the efficient inspection of animals, the in- 
habitants of this country will continue to consume con- 
siderable quantities of diseased, unsound and unwhole- 
some food ; and it is urged that ante-mortem and _ post- 
mortem inspections in all cases be made.” 

The last resolution was foopene’ by the Chairman of 
the Islington Markets Committee, seconded by the 
Chairman of the Sheffield Health Committee and sup- 
ported by the Chairman of the Lanarkshire Health 
Committee and the Chairman of the Wrexham Health 
Committee, thus showing that we have some support 
from non-veterinary representatives of public bodies 
and are greatly interested in Public 


This concludes a short resume of the proceedings. 
Once more allow me to thank you for honouring me as 
your representative. 


Mr. TayLor moved that Mr. Locke be thanked for 
representing the Association and for his report which 
should be entered on the minutes. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME seconded, and it was carried. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. WoLsTENHOLME submitted two pathological 
specimens ; one shewed hypertrophy of the lower jaw of 
a horse and the other the tibia of a horse kicked from 
the opposite side, a slight puncture was made which 
became infected with something like synovial pus. The 
horse which was in considerable pain was put in slings 
and the wound treated antiseptically for twenty-one 
days and did fairly well during that time. It then 
would sit down in the breeching, which interfered with 


the circulation of the hind leg. The owners decided, on 
sentimental grounds, to have the animal destroyed and 
this was done on the twenty-second day. Thespecimen 
was interesting as showing the extent of the injury to 
= tibia and the amount of repair that had taken 
ace. 

The PresipENT showed two photos of the demodex 
in the horse and in the dog, magnified about 250 times. 
He also reported that the mare which was operated 
upon at the last meeting of the Association is going on 
well. She has been turned out on a farm and does not 
show any symptoms when not working. A further re- 
port will be made. | 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. A. W. Nort-Priuers, Liverpool. 


’ Gentlemen,—My first duty is to thank you for the 
honour you have done me in electing me to be your 
President for the ensuing year. It isan honour which 
I greatly appreciate, and I shall do my utmost to carry 
out the duties of the office in such a manner as will place 
me somewhere near those excellent gentlemen who have 
already gone before me. 

I feel that ever since the termination of the war, we 
have done a tremendous lot of talking about the things 
we have left undone and the things we ought to have 
done. I think actions are more important than words, 
and itis time that we started and actually did some- 
thing. Weare — talking about our close relation- 
ship to the medical profession, and where we fail to 
achieve the same ends that this profession has achieved. 
It is, I think, generally due to ourselves ; and the public 
judge ns by the manner in which we ourselves conduct 
our business, so that the better we conduct it, the more 
we shall be thought of. In this direction, I think that 
some of the signs exhibited by veterinary surgeons are 
extremely unprofessional, and quiet consultation among 
ourselves could remedy quite a number of these. Some 


P8 | premises are not much better. 


The employment of unqualified assistants is, to my 
mind, an extremely short-sighted policy, because, by so 
doing, a veterinar — is admitting that a man 
who has not been through a scientific course is as good 
as himself, and, in addition, it encourages owners of 
animals to think the same. In quite a number of prac- 
tices, the present owner owes his position to starting in 
that practice as an assistant, and unless this ssinsiole is 
recognised certain employers of unqualified assistants 
are robbing themselves of a satisfactory successor. 

I think Ireland is to be congratulated on the appoint- 
ment of whole-time veterinary inspectors to counties, 
yet the veterinary press in England does not appear to 
anticipate such an event as an advantage to the profes- 
sion. The conscientious and enthusiastic whole-time 
veterinary inspectors will, to my mind, place a great 
amount;ot work in the hands of neighbouring veterinary 
surgeons. 

We are all looking forward to great things being done 
by an energetic National Veterinary Medical Association. 
I feel that some careful steps yet need to be taken in 
order to make this an effective organisation, and I think 
that one subscription to the local division or society 
should make a veterinary surgeon a member of the 
National without any further fees ; that is to say, by 
paying one fee of say fifteen shillings or one pound to 

is local society, he would automatically become a 
member of the National. Possibly too, something might 
be done in order to include such benefits as are derived 
from the two benevolent funds, namely, the National 
ee og Benevolent and Mutual Defence and the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent. Being a small profes- 
sion numerically, combination is essential. The multi- 
plication of societies with the same ends in view does 
not lead to unity. 
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One of the most important items is the question of 
some standardisation of minimum fees for certain kinds 
of professional work. I understand that during the 
war, members of the profession in Liverpool met and 
agreed to a minimum fee for contract horse practice. In 
other towns [ am imformed that some contracts are ex- 
ecuted for a very low amount indeed, lower even than 
the usual amount now paid for one insurance inspection. 
How does that sound after all the harsh words we have 
heard poured upon Insurance Companies? There may 
be some other places where the fees are also too low to 
ensure good work. My complaint is not directed against 
any particular person but aims at benefiting all. A 
ander of firms have horses in several towns and the 
action of some veterinary surgeons reflects very unfa- 
vourably upon the veterinary surgeons in other towns. 
. Itis of no use grumbling at the prices paid for atten- 
dance to horses under the Army hire-purchase system if 
similar work is done for other owners at a price less than 
that paid by the Army. Municipal bodies are combined 
into an association and the prices paid by the munici- 
pality in one town may be compared with those paid in 
others. For my own part, I think that anybody who 
expects to have his horses properly attended to at such 
low fees per annum deserves all he gets, but it does seem 
a pity, tomy mind, that just for the sake of a little 
combination a just reward for services cannot be ob- 
tained, especia!ly when it is known how unfavourably it 
affects all other aspects of fees ; thus, it could easily be 


argued that if a veterinary surgeon can contract for | j 


horses for one year at such fees it would be approxi- 
mately proportional to offer him about one shilling for 
an insurance case, and so on. 

We have had examples during the war of Government 
Services employing unqualified men, and it behoves us 
all to point out as strongly as possible the injustice of 
such actions. f 

The Ministry of Health is occupying an important 
place in the thoughts of a number of us, and we should 


therefore be prepared to be able to execute any of the|G 


duties that are likely to devolve upon us under this 
Ministry. In this direction milk a should play a 
very important part, and we should be prepared to be 
able to say that we are the persons to carry out all 
branches of milk hygiene. With this end in view, | 
have placed on the table Klein’s “ Milk Hygiene ” which, 
I think, gives sufficient material for us to refresh our- 
selves upon the subject. In milk hygiene, the question 
of mammitis will prove to be very important. and al- 
though it is a very difficult book to read, I think a t 
deal of information can be derived from Sven Wall’s 
book on mastitis, which I will hand round. 

The value of an Association such as ours for bringing 
up all kinds of difficult professional points, either in 
practice or in the treatment of individual members of the 
profession by each other, is unbounded, and by meetin 
and discussing these points we ought to be able to buil 
up a much healthier feeling between members of the 
profession. We look forward to the year 1920 being 
the means of cementing veterinary practitioners together 
in such a manner that the profession will be able to 
take combined action wherever its interests, those of 
the diseases of live stock, or those of veterinary public 
health are concerned. Sad 

To the younger members of the profession who have 
joined our Association, we look for material in the form 
of papers and clinical specimens to make our meetings 
bright and useful, so that the pioneers of the Associa- 
tion may “rest on their oars,” and see that the younger 

neration are not neglecting the ibilities which 
fos been made for them since the Lancashire Veteri- 
nary Medical Association was inaugurated in 1862. — 

I cannot do better than quote the objects for which 
the Association was formed, and ask every member of 


the Association to make them his motto with regard to 
the Association and the practice of his calling, namely, 
“ The elevation of the social standing of the profession 
generally ; the establishment, promotion and mainten- 
ance of a good and friendly understanding amongst its 
members ; the supervision and protection of their pro- 
fessional and pecuniary interests ; and the reading and 
discussion of scientific subjects relating to the theory 
and practice of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. 

One of the first questions, then, that we shall have to 
tackle is that raised with regard to professional fees. 
Unless this is done, I do not see how the L.V.M.A. can 
carry any weight with other veterinary associations, 
neither can it recommend any of its members to repre- 
sent the profession at the Council R.C.V.S., and its offi- 
cers must be judged insincere and unworthy of remaining 
in office. 

Mr. TAYLOR proposed that a vote of thanks be given 
to the President for his address. This was seconded by 
Mr. Brittlebank and carried. 

JoHN SerRvuELL, Hon. Sec. 


SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN DIVISION. 


The annual meeting was held in the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, on January 28th at noon. 

The members present were: Messrs. J. Peddie, A. 
Baird, W. W. Peggie, P. Wilson, J. Cameron, A. Spreull, 
in. A. Mackenzie, D. MacFarlane, J. Aitken, T. Dalling, 

. D. Connochie, W. Bannatyne, T. M. Inglis, A. Gof- 
ton, J. Matheson, J. Henderson, Dr. O. C. Bradley, 
Profs. J. Russell Greig, W. M. Mitchell and R. G. Lin- 
ton. 

The visitors present included ;: Col. J. J. Aitken, and 
Col. F. C. Stratton, Scottish Command, Messrs. W. Cat- 
tell, A. Whitelaw Carter, G. eg J. R. Rider, A. 
K. Cameron, A. Rouse, J. Baird, R. G. Anderson, T. 
Bannatyne, J. Bishop, D. Imrie, and Professor Gaiger, 

w. 


The meeting opened at noon with a demonstration on 
Plantar Neurectomy in the standing position, by A. 
Gofton, Esq. F.R.C.V.8S. Following this operation J. 
Matheson, -, Musselburgh, performed the Perrier up- 
per operation Tor quittor under general anesthesia. 

As soon as this operation was completed the members 
and visitors adjourned to luncheon in the College build- 
ing on the invitation of the senior Vice-President, A. 
Gofton, Esq. Mr. Gofton’s guests thoroughly appreci- 
— hospitality. After lunch the meeting was con- 
tinued. 

The minutes of the last meeting, which were read and 
approved recorded the presenge of the late Prof. J. R. U. 
Dewar. The Chairman, Mr. A. Gofton, referring to the 
Joss the Society had sustained through the death of 
Prof. Dewar, said that at the last meeting of the Associ- 
ation it had been his duty to ask the members to pass a 
vote of condolence with the relatives of the Society’s 
President, Mr. John Riddoch. It was with regret that 
he found himself in a similar position on this occasion. 
As they were all probably aware, an eminent and highly 
respected member had passed away since the last meet- 
ing, namely Prof. Dewar. 

t was unnecessary for him to say much with reference 
to the late Prof. Dewar. He was well known to all of 
them and occupied a high place in their esteem. Many 
of them were indebted to him for kindnesses shown at 
various times. All were L = that the Society and 
the profession had sustained a very material loss by his 
removal from amongst them. He wished to pro 
that a vote of condolence be sent to Mrs. Dewar and her 
family in the name of the Society. vs 

— motion was passed, the members standing in 
silence. 
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Apologies for absence were received from Dr. Bradley, 
Messrs. Anderson, Borthwick, T. P. Young, H. Thomp- 
son, A. Wallace, J. Reynard, J. Taylor and A. Wilson. 

A letter was read from Dr. Leighton of the Scottish 
Board of Health asking the Society to appoint a dele- 
gate to attend a meeting for the discussion of Meat In- 
spection Uniformity. Mr. J. Peddie was elected and 
agreed to attend on behalf of the Society. 

The financial statement showed a balance in hand. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Society :—Profs. J. R. Greig and W. M. Mitchell and 
Messrs. J. Matheson and T. Dalling. 

Gentlemen nominated for membership were :— Messrs. 
N. Bisset, T. Grahame, A. F. Lamont, T. Bannatyne, 
Wm. C. Miller, R. Scott Little, D. Buchanan, J. R. 
Rider, and J.Somerville proposed by Mr. W. W. Peggie 
and seconded by Prof. Mitchell. Messrs. J. Edgar and 
A. McTurk, and Prof. D. C. Matheson proposed by Mr. 
Gofton and seconded by Mr. Peddie. Mr. W. Harley 
proposed by Prof. Mitchell and seconded by Prof. Lin- 

D 


ton. 
Office bearers were elected as follows :— 
President : Mr. A. Gofton, proposed by Mr. P. Wilson 
and seconded by Mr. James ade may 
Vice-Presidents : Messrs. A. Wilson, J. Taylor aud 
. W. Peggie. 
Secretary and Treasurer: Prof. R. G. Linton. 
Auditors: Messrs. A. Baird and J. Taylor. 
Council: Dr. O. C. Bradley and Messrs. J. Matheson, 
A. Baird and J. Henderson. 


DIscUSSION ON THE OPERATIONS. 


The Chairman opening the discussion said that it 
would be unnecessary for him to enter on a discussion 
on the reasons for the operation of neurectomy. It had 
been practised for so many years that comment on its 
utility would be superfluous. He had at first some 
hesitation in commencing the standing operation, but 
once he had got over the hesitation and had experience 
of his horse in the standing position under a local anzs- 
thetic, he felt quite sure that those who had seen the 
operation performed that day would appreciate the 
reasons which led him to decide that in future he would 
not again resort to casting the horse for this operation. 
In his opinion the standing position materially simpli- 
fied the procedure. They would also have observed the 
efficiency of a local anzesthetic by the fact that the ani- 
ars ve no response whatever when the nerve was di- 
vided. 

One feature of interest he might mention in connec- 
tion with the operation of neurectomy in mules. These 
animals were bad subjects for neurectomy. Experience 
had shown that the majority of mules subsequent to the 
cpentien gnawed their feet, and every effort to prevent 
them continuing to do so was futile. This followed 
both the median and plantar operations. Navicular 
disease was relatively common amongst mules and the 
plantar and median operations of neurectomy were in- 
advisable in these animals in consequence of the num- 
bers which gnawed their feet subsequently. It was 
found that in the early st of navicular disease the 

terior digital or lower plantar operations reduced the 
ameness to an extent sufficient to permit of the resump- 
tion of work. In the advanced stages of the disease 
terior digital neurectomy was seldom satisfactory. 

t invariably relieved the lameness but not to [a degree 
which justified resumption of work. Gnawing of the 
coronets was unknown after post-digital neurectomy. 

Mr. SPREULL asked what local anesthetic Mr. Gofton 
used and the Chairman replied that he injected one 
grain of cocaine dissolved in two c.c. of water over each 
nerve 

Mr. J. MaTHEsON then described the operation he had 
performed in the morning. The horse, he said, is cast 


and chloroformed. The affected leg is freed from the 
hobble and fixed ina suitable position, and a tourniquet 
applied. The operation is carried out as far as possible 
under aseptic conditions, being cleaned off 
thoroughly and the hair shaved. 

An incision is made a little above the coronary band 
and parallel to it extending the length of the swollen 
tissues. A crescent shaped incision is then made joining 
the ends of the first incision, and the tissues included 
are removed. This exposes the upper border of the 
lateral cartilage which is removed by an incision with an 
ordinary scapel, in the first place between the laminw 
and the cartilage, and another incision parallel to the first 
but to the inside of the cartilage. The cartilage is then 
removed by cutting —_ the lower border. Any carti- 
lage left should be excised by a cartilage knife or curette. 
Care should be taken that all the cartilage and diseased 
and discoloured tissue is removed. An antiseptic pow- 
der is packed into the wound, which is then covered with 
a pad of boiled wool and bandaged up tightly. The 
dressing should be left on for ten to fourteen days and 
the after treatment merelyjconsists of keeping the wound 
clean. Out of 500 cases taken at random in France the 
percentage of cures was over 90 per cent. and the average 
time was 45°5 days, 

Mr. Barrp thought the new operation was a great im- 
provement over the oldone, as with the older method 
there was von voce aay deformity of the hoof, and 
healing was protracted. 

Mr. Pepptz said he wished in the first place to thank 
Mr. Matheson for his demonstration on the Perrier 
(upper) operation for Quittor, which he performed ver 
neatly and expeditiously. The case operated on struc 
him as being one of very old standing, owing to the 
amount of new tissue formation around the coronet. 

It was the first time he had witnessed the operation 
and it impressed him favourably for several reasons. It 
is much easier accomplished than any of the other well- 
known methods of excising the lateral cartilage in whole 
or in part, it does not necessitate any interference with 
the hoof, healing is said to take place rapidly, and the 
animal can be returned to work at a much earlier period. 
He wished to ask Mr. Matheson if there is any sub- 
sequent trouble with the pocket resulting from the oper- 
ation, seeing there is no drainage, and he asked for 
information concerning the composition of the dressing 
used subsequent to the operation. 

Mr. JaMEs HENDERSON thanked the gentlemen who 
had given the demonstrations. He said that when he 
looked on at the Quittor operation he thought that an 
American operating table would be very useful. 

Instead of having to bend down near the ground and 
still nearer to the straw, with all that involves, the 
operator could be working in the standing position and 
at the comfortable height of a table. The patient being 
thus elevated above the litter there is an ideal chance 
for asepsis, while instruments and other appliances can 
be conveniently placed on the unoccupied table surface. 
In the United States this table has long passed thetex- 
perimental stage, and every practitioner who is establish- 
ed in practice has one of his own. In the States one 
meets with a very large proportion of Quittor cases from 
picked up nails, and these cases are all operated on by 
means of tables. These tables are about ten feet square, 
they are padded and covered with strong canvas. The 
top is hinged at one side and by means of a crank and 
yeaton it is brought to the perpendicular position, the 

ower edge being about a foot from the ground. The 
tient is then led alongside of it and the head is secured 

y passing the halter rope through a hole in the table 
for the purpose. A broad ‘powerful band fixed to the 
table surface is carried under the horse’s belly, up over 
his side, and is fixed again at the upper edge of the table. 
The horse thus being secured the table is turned by 
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Hudson, Sampson, Smith, Torrance, and the Honorary 
Secretary. Mr. J. Malcolm Armfield was also present 
as a visitor. 
The Minutes of the last Quarterly meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 
_ The Honorary Secretary read the Minutes of the Coun- 
cil meeting held on December 2nd, and these were 
received and adopted. 


of crank pinion to » The 
egs are then secured as requi ropes} passing 
through holes in the table. It is used for Po po me 
which can be done with the horse lying upon his side. 

Ovet twenty years ago such a table could be bought 
for £12 to £15. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he unfortunately had not 
seen Mr. Matheson perform the Quittor operation that 
day, having been obliged to leave for a meeting. Like| Apologies for inability to be present were received 
Mr. Matheson he had had a great dealof experience | from Major Abson, p.s.o.. Mr. King-Clark of Chesterfied, 
of quittor operations in the Base hospitals in France| and the President, Mr. Collinson. 

In the early days of the War the well-known lower n the proposition of Mr. Fletcher, seconded by 
operation was performed, but, experience had shown| Mr. Sampson, Mr. King-Clark of Chesterfield, and Mr. 
at the upper operation as performed by Mr. Mathe-| H. L, Torrance of Sheffield, were elected Members of the 
son gave vastly superior results, both in regard to} Association. ; 
the percentage of recoveries and to the time required for| The Hono Secretary — the death in Egypt 
treatment subsequent to the operation. With the upper | of Captain A. D. Morgan, a Member of the Association, 
operation the large mass of fibrous tissue which was aj|and on the proposition of Mr. Fletcher, seconded by 
common feature of the lower operation, and which was | Captain Green, a vote of condolence with his widow was 
so frequently associated with subsequent lameness, was | passed in silence. _ : 
practically an unknown quantity. Mr. FLetcuer raised the question of Insurance Ex- 

Une word of warning seemed very desirable. In ex-| amination Fees and after some discussion, the Honorary 
cising the cartilage care was required,to avoid damage or | Secretary proposed and Mr. Fletcher seconded that a 
destruction to the sensitive laminz by taking away too | small sub-committee be appointed to go further into the 
much of the tissues superficial to the cartilage. It had| matter. This was carried, and the following were elected 
been his experience to handle a number of cases in which|to the sub-committee—Messrs. W. Collinson, T. C. 
the destruction of the laminz had occurred, and he had | Fletcher, J. A. Hodgman, R. Hudson, 8. E. Sampson, 
found that the most satisfactory result which it was|and the Honorary Secretary. 
possible to obtain in those conditions always left false} _Mr. Sampson s ted that a letter be sent to the 
quarter. With care there was no need to excise anything | different Insurance Companies asking for information as 
more than the cartilage, and so long as the tissues re-| to the fees to be paid during 1920. 


moved were confined to the cartilage the risk of a false i iii: op Dusen. 


quarter did not arise. At first it would appear that the , 

cavity left after removal of the cartilage was contrary to| President: Mr, R. Hupson, r.R.c.v.s.of Retford, Notts, 

surgical principles. When he first commenced the upper | was ee fora by Mr. Furness. This was seconded by 

operation he packed this cavity with guaze, but he soon | Mr. Sampson and carried. 

abandoned this procedure, and merely filled the cavity} Mr. Hudson thanked the Members for electing him to 

with dry dressing, which was left in position for 12 to| the honour of the chair, and hoped with the assistance 

14 days, at the end of which time the pocket was found | of the Members to have a successful year of office. 

to have granulated up and to be practically filled.}| Mr. Collinson now becomes past-president and Major 
Abson and Mr. T. Bowett, Vice-Presidents. 


Ordinarily the wound was healed in from 5 to 7 weeks 
from the date of operation. The Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and Auditors 
Mr. MaTHeEson replied that it had given him very | were re-elected. 
The Council, for 1920 was elected as follows: All 


t pleasure to undertake this higher operation for the d 
relief of Quittor for the benefit of the Members of the|the above officers ex-officio, and Messrs. Fletcher, 


in which Furness, Green, Nixon, Robinson and Smith were elected. 
is efforts n receiv y the Members, and for - 

their kindly criticism. He was confident that the;Perrier SPECIFIC OPHTHALMIA 

operation would take the place of former methods, on 


t of its advantages. With regard to th : 
the Senior Assistant Veterinary Inspector, City of Sheftield. 


there was no trouble with the pocket, as by the time the} The first case of specific Ophthalmia I saw was in 
dressings are removed in about ten days if all goes well, | France, at Nieppe, about February, 1916, in a Veterinary 
this is completely filled up by granulation tissue. The Officer’s charger which had just come from the base. 
dressing used isa mixture of biniodide of mercury and| The disease never really became serious in any of the 
boraric acid, 20 grains of the former to one ounce of the | units in my veterinary charge until June, 1917, when we 
latter and it seems to act very well. While in France| were in the Somme on the ground which the Ger- 
he operated on a very large number of animals by this | mans vacated in the Spring of that year. | 

method for the cure of Quittor and the results were| - My first cases were in a Divisional Train Coy. about 
excellent. He thought the case operated on today was | 8 or 9 horses being affected. Forthe sake of the patients’ 
one of old standing, but he had no knowledge of the| comforts, I had the horses isolated and shackled by a 
previous history, as he only saw the animal for the first | forefoot, because they showed a great desire to rub the 
time that morning. affected eye or eyes on any object within reach, and some 

A cordial vote of thanks to the Chairman and Mr. | even rubbed their eyes on their knees. Various lotions 
Matheson brought the Meeting to a close. — made what oe 

eld, but 1 was most disappointed with the resnit of the 

R. G. Linton, Hon. Sec. treatment. Some of the cases would improve wonder- 

fully and were returned to duty in a few » st but after 

very short service, in most cases they were soon on the 
sick lines again. 

After about two months in this area I was transferred 
to a base “peel, were I found a great number of simi- 
lar cases. The disease then seemed to be rapidly in- 
creasing, and reaching such serious proportions that. 


H. L. ToRRANCE, M.R.C.V.8.,D.¥.8.M., Vict. 


NORTH MIDLAND DIVISION. 

The Quarterly Nesting was held at Sheffield on Dec- 
ember 16th, when the following members were present— 
Mr. T.C. Fletcher (Past-president) in the Chair, Captain 
Brown, R.4.V.C., Captain R.A.V.C., Messrs. Furness, 
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special hospitals were selected for the reception and 
treatment of ophthalmia cases. 

__ I was fortunate in being placed in charge of two wards 
in one of these hospitals, where one had « better opport- 
unity of studying the disease. I made some notes on 
some experiments and observations which were carried 
out during the six months from September, 1917 till 
March, 1918, and in the hope that they may prove of 
interest I bring them before you. 

__ ‘The disease which we understand by the words ‘Spec- 
ific Ophthalmia’ is really an iridio-cyclitis or uveitis, 
because the first part of the eye to be affected is the iris, 
then the disease spreads along and affects the entire 
uveal tract (iris, ciliary body and choroid). The most ad- 


jacent tissues suffer next, and the condition spreads until 


practically the whole of the eye is involved. 

_ Bacterwology. Cultures were made from the conjunc- 
tive of horses suffering from specific ophthalmia and the 
following organisms were isolated ; Staphylcoccus Pyo- 
aureus, Straphylococcus nes albus and a 

iphtheroid bacillus which di he from the xeroxis 
bacillus found on the human conjunctiva, and held by 
some as causing, with the presence of other organisms, 
infectious conjunctivitis. Cultures of this organism 
were made on Lccfilers’s Medium (calf’s or lamb’s blood 
serum 3 parte neutral peptone bouillon 1 part, made 
from veal with 1% grape sugar added to it) the colonies 
were washed off with distilled water and instilled into 
a normal eye. This did not cause | noticeable chan 
in the normal conjunctiva. It would appear that this 
organism has its normal habitat on the equine conjunc- 
tiva. 

The fluids in the anterior and posterior chambers were 
examined microscopically but no organism could be de- 
tected, and efforts to produce a culture on a great variety 
of media were unsuccessful. 

Communicability. Many attempts were made to con- 
vey the disease to a healthy subject but all were unsuc- 
cessful. Several methods were employed—1. By 
transferring the discharge from a diseased to a normal 
oe on another subject. 2. Asabove after scarification 
of the conjunctiva, 3. Transferring some of the fluid 
from the anterior chamber of an affected eye to the 
anterior chamber of a normal eye on another subject. 
4.. Taking a piece of the diseased iris from a case of spec- 
ific ophthalmia and introducing it into the anterior 
chamber of a healthy subject. 5. Several horses were 
kept for 3 months in the same ward with the affected 
ones and allowed to mix freely with them, but they did 
not develop the disease. My charger was 5 months in 
the same ward, and when I was transferred to a division 
he accompanied me and up to April, 1919, he had not 
shown ony signe of the disease. 

It is interesting to note that in one of the subjects 
which had a piece of diseased iris introduced into the 
anterior chamber of the eye a condition was developed 
which could not be distinguished from the disease as it 
appears naturally,and when he recovered certain com- 
mon anarme remained—pigmentary deposits on the 
anterior lens capsule, evidence of Poe synechia with 
some haziness of the vessels round the optic disc. Dur- 
ing the operation there was rather more hemorrhage 
into the anterior chamber than one saw in similar oper- 
ations, and I think that this was due to some injury to 
the iris during our manipulations, Unfortunately, I 
could not keep the horse under observation for a suf- 
ficiently lon pone to note whether there was any 
recurrence of the disease. 


Symptoms. In the most acute ‘cases there is some 
constitutional disturbance; the temperature is raised to 
about 103° F. with anorexia, dullness, listlessness, and 
the animal seems to suffer a good deal of pain. After a 
few days these symptoms pass off and only the local eye 
symptoms are noticeable. 


The earliest changes appear to take place in the iris, 
which loses its lustre and the crypts are less marked. 
In a few hours a very active iritis exists, the iris is 
congested, dull, reacts sluggishly to light, and an ex- 
udate is exuding from its surfaces, some of which passes 
into the aqueous humour and lodges at the lowest part 
of the anterior chamber, forming the yellowish deposit 
which is so marked in the most acute cases. Some of 
the exudate from the posterior surface of the iris may 
become adherent to the anterior capsule of the lens 
forming posterior synechiw, which is easily detected 
from the fact that the pupil does not react to light. If 
this exudate becomes go y organised, firm adhesions 
are set up which cannot be broken down without surg- 
ical interference, and vision is seriously affected or may 
be lost altogether. 

Accompanying the acute iritis are the usual symptoms 
of any painful affection of the eye, i.e., photophobia, 

rofuse ye erg ; conjunctivitis and keratitis. The 

eratitis takes the form of a peripheral vascularity 
with steaminess of the cornea. Plractically all the 
tissues in the eye are involved to a greater or lesser 
extent, and when the symptoms pass off they do not quite 
return to the normal, but show some trace of the disease. 

The inflammation spreads along the uveal tract 
affecting the ciliary bodies and the choroid in the same 
way as the iris, but in the case of the choroid the 
exudate passes into the vitreous or posterior chamber. 
This can be easily seen by the use of an ordinar 
ophthalmic mirror after the pupil has been dilated wit 
atropine. The cloudiness in the posterior chamber 
which in some degree is permanent, and results from an 
attack, is not so clearly seen in a primary or secondary 
attack as the changes in the anterior chamber, but if 
one looks at the vessels radiating from the optic disc 
one can see that there is a certain hazivess, and the 
clear definition of the vessels has gone, the green cryptic 
structure of the retina is not so distinct ; but after a 
first attack this is difficult to see and requires a good 
deal of practice before it can be detected. 

Gradually the acute symptoms pass away and the eye, 
except for a very close and careful examination, seems 
quite normal and the patient is returned to duty. This 
attack may last anything from 10 days toa month, I 
have seen cases where one attack would follow so 
rapidly on the other that the animal would remain in 
hospital until he was completely blind. At a very 
variable period, anythirg I believe from a few days to 
many months, 8 to 10 oreven more, the horse may suffer 
from another attack ; and these attacks will recur at 
varying intervals until he is totally blind. Once a 
horse has had one attack, it is just a question of time 

ith each suc ing attack, the symptoms a ras 
described, and after they have off the 
changes are more marked and consequently much more 
easily detected. As to the number of times a horse is 
attacked before he becomes blind, this is very variable 
and depends to a © se extent on :—(1) The severity of 
the attack ; (2) What amount of resolution takes slece 
in the diseased tissue; (3) When treatment is com- 
menced. 

Very rarely is a horse blind after a first, second or 
third attack, but it is obvious that unless a posterior 
synechia is prevented, or relieved soon after it appears 
by the administration of atropine, that the possibility of 
its becoming permanent is very great. My experience 
has been however that when mydriatics are used early 
in the disease that it takes 6 to 9 attacks to render a 
horse totally blind. 

In the earlier cases sometimes one eye only is affected 
and when this is the case the other is usually affected 
in a second or a subsequent attack, but quite commonly 
both are affected from the first. 
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After each attack the changes become progressively 
more marked and interfere more with the animal's 
vision. The iris becomes thickened, its lustre is quite 
gone, and the normal colour is changed. It may be 
. adherent to the anterior capsule of the lens or to the 
cornea producing anterior synechiae. This is much 
more likely to occur when the pupillary margin of the 
iris becomes adherent to the anterior lens capsule, 
because there is a bulging forward of the iris due to 
there being no escape for the exudate and the secretion 
which fills the anterior chamber. This bulging may be 
so great that the anterior surface of the iris presses on 
the cornea and eventually becomes adherent to it. 

Sometimes the anterior capsule of the lens becomes 
opaque, giving an appearance of cataract and commonly 
described as such, but in the post-mortem examination 
of anne eyes a true cataract has not been met with, 
although it is not uncommon to find the lens misshapen 
from contraction of its capsules, There may be deposits 
on the anterior lens capsule, evidence of a previous 
posterior syoechia, These can be quite easily seen with 
the naked eye as white spots of various sizes, but when 
viewed through a mirror, they appear dark in colour. 
There may also be pigmentary deposit on the capsule 
from the posterior surface of the iris. Occasionally 
there is pigmentary proliferation from the pupillary 
margins of the iris which extends across the pupil in 
the form of pigmentary bridges. A common picture in 
an old case is a very irregular pupillary margin with 
bridges stretching across an opaque capsule from the 
upper to the lower pupillary margin. 

Jislocation of the lens, which may be either anterior 
or posterior, due to rupture of the anterior or posterior 
capsule is not uncommon. 

arked changes also occur in the posterior chamber 
but can only be seen in the earlier stages before the lens 
capsule has become opaque, or the pupil has become oc- 
cluded. In the early cases there is just a cloudiness, 
which increases with recurring attacks until it entirely 
hides the definition of the vessels round the optic disc, 
and the structure of the retina. In old cases large pieces 
of organised deposit can be seen floating about in a 
cloudy vitreous. They appear as irregular greyish mas- 
ses floating in a greenish cloudy fluid, the greenish colour 
being due to the reflection of the light from the retina. 
The optic disc appears pink through the haze. 

Where the exudate from the choroid has been great 
the retina may have become detached, and is easily re- 
cognised as u wavy membrane lying in the lower half of 
the posterior chamber. 

In the earlier cases there is some increased intra-occu- 
lar tension, but after several attacks this becomes de- 
creased and there is an actual shrinking of the whole 
eyeball so that it appears more deeply set in its cavity. 

his shrinking of the eyeball is associated with wrinkling 
of the skin of the upper eyelid,which presents an angular 
appearance, and the eyelashes on the upper boarder are 
directed downwards. Even when the animal is blind he 
continues to suffer from recurring attacks until ti- 
cally all the normal specialised tissue is replaced or- 
dinary connective tissue, the result of the eoloaged and 
recurring inflammation. After the animal is blind, re- 
curring attacks are not nearly so noticeable, because the 
symptoms are much less severe, and unless the case is 
closely watched may be missed altogether. 

There can be no photophobia, lacrymation is much less 
marked and if the pupil is occluded, as is very likely to 
be the case, one cannot see any of the changes which are 
taking place in the posterior chamber. In these cases 
the constitutional symptoms are absent. 


TREATMENT. 


in order to relieve the pain the patient should be 
placed in a darkened box, and the eyes should be gently 


syringed with a warm saturated solution of boracic acid. 
uch as the animal resents any manipulation of his eyes, 
I think that if taken quietly and handled with care, he 
must feel benefitted by this dressing. Sedatives per 
orem are also beneficial. 

A great many drugs were tried in the treatment of 
this disease but with the a ny of atropine, little or 
no benefit was derived from their use ; even the dura- 
tion of an attack did not seem to be appreciably short- 
ened. The following drugs were administered :— per 
orem, quinine, sodium salycilate, and potassium iodide ; 
hypodermicall , nuclein; and applied locally in the 
form of eye lotions and ointments, oes silver ni. 
trate, copper sulphate, zinc sulphate, calomel, and yel- 
At one time it was thought that 
good results would be obtained from the use of Lugol's 
solution injected into the supraorbital fat. Two hun- 
dred cases were put under this treatment, but unfortu- 
nately no appreciable benefit followed, the disease’ ran 
its nutural course without being influenced one way or 
another. 

Atropine is of undoubted value in preventing the for- 
mation of synechisw, by dilating the pupil and resting 
the inflamed iris. As soon as the disease appears the 
eye should be given instillations of atropine every 48 
hours until the acute symptoms have passed off and one 
has the sequel to deal with only. | 

In order to clear up deposits in the anterior and 1 
terior chambers, the following treatment was adopted :— 
The eye eye was cocainised, and 1 dram of an 8% salt 
solution was injected beneath the conjunctiva every 
second day for three to four weeks. According to Fuchs 
“The injection of salt solution beneath the conjunctiva 
has a twofold effect, namely, irritation of the tissues and 
alterations in the conditions of diffusion. A moré re- 
mote consequence of the irritation is the passage of the 
natural protective substances from the blood into the 
tissues and spaces of the eye, and upon this depends part 
of the curative effect of the injections, That altération 
of the conditions of diffusion occurs because, after the 
injection, there is present beneath the coninaonty a salt 
solution having a concentration quite different from 
that which belongs to the liquid in the vitreous. The 
differing osmotic tension tends to become equalised 
through the animal membrane» which lie between the 
two ‘liquids (sclerotic, choroid and retina). Then there 
is given a stimulus to metabolism which may promote 
the absorption of subretinal liquids (in detachment of 
the retina) of exudates in the inner membranes of the 
eye, and of hwmorrhage and vitreous opacities.” 

Records were kept of 48 cases which were put under 
this treatment but the results did not justify its general 
adoption in hospital. 

Conclusion. Of many drugs tried, the only one clear- 
ly of benefit in the treatment of specific ophthalmia is 
atropine. 

Surgical Interference:—Iridectomy. In many cases 
where the first, second or third attack has resulted in 


low oxide of mercury. 


j eee synechiae and especially where only the pupil- 
a 


ry margin is attached to the anterior lens capsule, it 
was thought that if the operation of iridectomy were 
formed by making a window in the iris, vision wonld be 
sufliciently good to greatly increase the animal's usefual- 


ness. 

The Operation. One need hardly point out the great 
necessity for absolutely sterile methods in this operation, 
because sepsis in any degree is almost certain to result 
in hypopyon. After the patient has been cast as little 
movement as possible should be permitted in the oper- 
ating theatre, in order to prevent currents of air carrying 
organisms to the seat of operation. The parts for a few 
inches round the eye should be shaved and washed with 
soap and water. At this stage the conjunctiva and the 
eye should be well syringed with a warm saturated sol- 
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ution of boracic acid. Now return to the preparation of 
the skin round the eye, which should be washed with 
ether soap, and when dry should be painted with iodine. 
The whole surface should be covered with a piece of 
sterile gauze until the animal is sufficiently under the 
angesthetic tocommence the operation. A piece of gauze 
with a hole in it about 6 inches in diameter through 
which the operation can be performed should be placed 
in the steriliser with the following instruments : a retrac- 
tor to pull the eyelids apart, but suture material through 
the skin does excellently, two pairs of fixation forceps— 
one large to evert the upper eyelid and one small to fix 
the eye while the incision in the cornea is — made, 
a keratome, and a pair of iridectomy scissors. When the 
subject is well under the anwsthetic, the gauze over the 
prepared surface should be replaced by the piece with 
the hole in it from the steriliser, and the operation com- 
menced. 

The eyelids are pulled amest by means of the retractors, 
or the suture materia], and the upper one is grasped with 
the fixation forceps and everted. Fix the eyeball by 
grasping the conjunctiva just where it is reflected on to 
the sclerotic with the small pair of fixation forceps. A 
sinall incision about jin long is now made with the 
keratome in the cornea almost at the selerotic attach. 
ment. Insert the iridectomy forceps through the incision, 
grasp the iris close to the its pupillary margin, and very 
gently withdraw a piece. This portion is then severed 
with the iridectomy scissors. At this stage there is 
generally some hemorrhage into the anterior chamber 
which clears up in a few days. 

The fixation forceps and retractors are now removed 
and the lids closed. No after treatment is necessary 
provided the operation has been performed under strict 
aseptic precautions. 

he following are the daily progressive changes which 
took place in a case which was operated on until the eye 
became normal except for the window in the iris. 

28th Jan., 18. Operation, 

80th Jan. Iris stripped right off anterior lens capsule, 
pupillary margin iris very ragged. Some hemorrh 
on anterior lens capsule. Can’t make out any detail in 
vitreous, which appears a brownish tint. Iris has lost 


its lustre. 
81st Jan. Structure of retina can be made out, but 
hazy. Vitreous is much less brownish in appearance. 


1st Feb. Ivis is regaining its lustre, exudate over an- 
terior lens capsule which can be moved by slight upper 
pressure on cornea. When removed the retina can be 
clearly seen and detail made out. The eye appears to 
be oe rapidly and apart from the loss of a piece 
of iris looks fairly normal. Optic disc rather hazy, but 
one or two vessels can be made out when one sees it past 
the exudate on anterior lens capsule. ; 

@nd Feb. Exudate only over nasal third of the pupil. 
Eye still making fair progress, retina clear, vessels on 
disc just slightly hazy. 

Srd Feb. ay osm rapidly. Iris looks almost nor- 
mal except for the piece removed. Kxudate on anterior 
lens capsule 
__ 4th Feb, Eye now quite normal except for the loss of 
the piece of iris. 

5th Feb. No change. 

vth Feb, Eye quite recovered. Iris reacts to light. 

Before one could expect success from the operation, 
one would require to know the ———e particulars :— 
1. That. the patient had not suffered from more than 


about three attacks ; otherwise the deposits in the vitre- 
ous are likely to be so great that even with an opening 
in the iris little improvement in the vision could be ex- 
pected. 
opaque. 
If one takes a suitable case for 

mary or secondary attack, in whic 


2. That the anterior lens capsule is not 


ration, say a pri- 
case there is not 


likely to be opacity of the lens capsule, and where the 
upillary margin only is attaehed to the lens capsule, the 
nefit derived from it will be great, and as it may be 
many months before there is a recurrence of the disease 
the animal may do a great deal of very useful work. I .- 
deed hardly add that this operation is only usefully per- 
formed on horses which do all their work on the roads. 
In conclusion I would like to recognise the advantage 
I perceived from seeing Captain Post of the American 
Army Medical Service and Major A. Gofton, R.a.v.c., 
who performed the operations on the experimental cases, 
and express my indebtedness to Captain A. Hodgins, 
ey R.A.V.C., for doing all in his power to facilitate the 
work, 


Discussion, 


Captain Brown said that he had had considerable ex- 
perience of Specific Ophthalmia, and had attended 
several meetings of Veterinary Surgeons in France, where 
he had heard and participated in discussions on the sub- 
ject. Asa matter of fact he thought Veterinary Sur- 
geons knew nothing about the disease except that it was 
oy | troublesome. Many cases of blindness attributed 
to Specific Ophthalmia he thought were due to other 
causes, He could recollect several cases where a very 
rapid increase in intra-ocular pressure had resulted in 
blindness in a few days. Was this condition due to the 
same cause as —_— Ophthalmia, or was it a form of 
that disease? Mr. Torrance had mentioned that he had 
used Saline solution in the treatment of this disease with 
a view to producing absorption of the exudate in the 
posterior chamber of the eye. Captain Brown thought 
that the success from this line of treatment must be very 
small, because the other tissues in the neighbourhood 


would absorb the solution so ra idly that it could have 
little effect on the posterior aaelaten: This was a disease 
we knew practically nothing about. We did not know 


the cause and we had no really effective treatment. In 
his opinion the best treatment was to do nothing. 
Calomel seemed to do good but failed later, Turning 
out does just as much , 

Mr. ARMFIELD stated that he had seen a somewhat 
similar condition in cattle in Rhodesia. The condition 
was not at all understood, and did not respond much to 
treatment. It was sometimes thought that the condition 
was caused by irritation due to grass seeds. ‘The native 
treatinent was to make a circle with the cautery round 
the eye. The injection of Liigol’s solution into the 
supra-orbital fat had been tried, also a 1 : 1000 solution 
of Perchloride of vain 

Mr. Hupson congratulated Mr. Torrance on his paper 
and said that he had seen very few cases of Specific Op. 
hthalmia, and he was not sure that the cases he had seen 
were the same disease which had been so much in 
evidence in army horses in France. At first he thought 
the disease was not recognised by Veterinary Surgeons. 
Lately he had thought the cases he had seen were what 
in the old days was common in coaching horses —Recur- 
rent Ophthal mia, due to insanitarystables. Bad lighting, 
ventilation, &c. had something to do with it, and no 
doubt these conditions were met with during the War. 
Rubbing of the eyes by affected animals was, he found, 
a great trouble, and was best —— by covering the 
eyes with flannel wrung out of hot water and covered by 
amackintosh cloth. Was the disease infectious? Per- 
sonally he did not think so. He thought that it was 
constitutional and a blood trouble, the disease symptoms 
being only symptomatic. Three months e had a 
case in his practice which recovered and so far there had 
been no recurrence. The patient received hot fomenta- 
tions to the eyes as a palliative measure. He also gave 
a purgative followed by the administration of calomel 
internally in daily doses. This treatment in his hands 
had proved most successful. He would like to know if 
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there was any definite period between attacks, and if 
there was any definite period when recurrence may be 
said to have . 

Captain Green said that he had seen two or three 
thousand cases, but his only experience was as it 
occurred in the Field. Much useful work had been 
done at the Base in different hospitals, but the treat- 
ment suggested from time to time was somewhat diffi- 
cult to carry out where units were frequently on the 
move or where horses were standing in the open. There 
had been no signs of the disease among the animals 
under his charge until they took over from the French 
at Peronne. e same thing occurred at Baupaume 
where they followed the Australians. This made him 
think that the disease must be infectious, and that possi- 
bly the infection was carried by flies. These were merely 
thoughts occurring to him which had been neither 
proved nor contradicted. The treatment which seemed 
to be most successful was the internal administration of 
calomel. He did not see much benefit from it when 
injected direct into the eye. 

n Italy he found the disease present ; and there he 
tried another line of treatment. He found that in the 
early stages the best palliative was Atropine, followed 
by 8% salt solution to clear up the eye, these medicines 
being administered by injecting intra palpebrally. In- 
flammation follows this treatment for a few days, but is 
generally followed by shrinkage. When demobilization 
took place in Italy, affected horses were branded “ D” 
and then slaughtered. The Italians would not buy 
horses with eye affections. The disease often came on 
quite sudden 4 All would be well one day—several 
were found affected the next day. This disease was 
the cause of the greatest loss in horses during the War. 
They were usually sent down as cataract. 

Mr. FLETCHER said he had very little to add to the 
discussion, because he had not had an opportunity of 
seeing any cases of specific ophthalmia. He though the 
condition seen in Army horses in France was not the 
same as that which used to be described in this country 
as recurring ophthalmia, and which was seen most par- 
ticularly in town horses living under bad hygienic con- 
ditiens. He thanked Mr. Torrance for his paper, and 
hoped that when published it would raise a further dis- 
cussion in the veterinary press, He proposed a very 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Torrance for the paper. 

Mr. ToRRANGE, in reply, said that practically all the 

uestions raised had been mentioned in the paper except 

aptain Brown’s question about intra-ocular tension 
causing blindness in a few days. Intra-ocular tension 
was one of the early symptoms in specific ophthalmia, 
but Mr. Torrance had not seen a single case of perma- 
nent blindness as a result of that one symptom. 

With reference to Mr. Armfield’s remarks about the 
natives using the actual cautery, he might mention that 
he had seen cases in France treated by blistering the 
region of the eyes with biniodide of mercury. It was 
very difficult to see what benefit could be derived from 
= unprofessional and ——— treatment. Specific 
ophthalmia was a most bafiling disease, and although 
there had been no positive results of real value due to 
treatment, still negative results were of great compara- 
tive value, and saved future observers of the same con- 
ditions from having to cover the same experimental 

und. Mr. Torrance was obliged to the members for 

e patient hearing his paper had received. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the 


meeting. 
J. 8. Luoyp, Hon. Sec. 


the 2ist Feb., at Gillhead 
Moresby, Whitehaven, to Mollie (nee Logan), wife of 
J. Scott-Bowden, R.A.V.C, (T.F.)}—a son. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V5S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 


Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 


Barr, A., Watford 
Johnson, J. Ewing, Belfast is | 
MacCormack, H. A., London, N. 1 1 0 
Mattinson, A. B., Major, 110 
Previously acknowledged 652 13 5 
£656 17 5 


WAR HONOURS. 


The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 a.m., Feb. 25th. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre- 
sence of The King, when His Majesty invested 1 a 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Or- 
ders into which they have been admitted :— 


Tae Most HonouraBLe Oraper or THE Bata 
TARY DIvIsION) AND THE Most DistTinauisHEeD Or- 
DER OF SAINT MICHAEL AND Georae. 

* * * * 


Col. Fitzpatrick Eassie 
THe Distinauisep Service Orper. 
* * * * 


Maj. Harold Holness 
Capt. William James 
Maj. Augustus Williams 


Tue Most Excet.ent Orper or THE British Empire. 
(Officers). 
* 7 * 


Lt.-Col, George Fowler 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 
Forors. Rovat Army Verertnary Corps 


Orrice, Wairenatt, Feb. 24. 
Maj. R. C. Matthews, D.s.0., retires on ret. pay (Feb. 


25). 
on? U. W. F. Walker, m.c., resigns his emmn. (Feb. 


25). 

Ca " A. Hodgins, p.8.0., to be actg. Maj. whilst holding 
the appt. of D.A.D.V.8. (Oct. 31, 1919). 

Temp. Gapt. A. C. Smart relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service 
(Feb. 25), and retains rank of Capt. 


Feb. 25. 
Capt. G. Lloyd, p.s.0., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
to hold the appt. of DA DVS. (Aug. 
7, 1919 
» Feb. 26. 


Temp. Capt. E. J. Tomlin relinquishes his commn. on 
completion of service (Feb. 19), and retains the rank 


f t. 
. Feb. 27. 


Capt. S. E. Holmes, 0.8.£., Spec. Res., relinquishes actg. 
not of Maj. on ceasing to hold appt. of DADVS 
April 0, 1919). 
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Mar. 1. 
Capt. P. J . Malone retires, receiving a gratuity (Mar. 1). 


Mar. 2. 
Supern. oo. G. E. Oxspring is restd. to the estabt. 


Feb. 17). 

Capt. J. W. O’Kelly, 0.8.£., relinquishes the act. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Feb. 
8). — for the notification in the Gazette of 

an. 17). 


SprcraAL Reserve oF OFFiceErs. 


Capt. W. Kendrick resigns his commn. (March 2), and 
retains rank of Capt. 


In 15 cases the samples were found to agree with the 
formula, and were of effective strength at the proposed 
dilution ; six were deficient in active ingredients at the 
dilution submitted by the makers; in the remaining 
five cases the formula required modification to ensure 
an efficient dip. 

Four samples of approved dips obtained in different 
parts of the country were also examined with the object 
of ascertaining whether the dips as sold or used corres- 
pond in composition with the samples which had 
received the Board’s approval. 

The analyses showed that one of these had not been 
prepared according to the formula previously submitted 
and approved. 


EXAMINATION OF SHEEP DIPS. 


In the report of the Government chemist upon the 
work of the Government Laboratory for the year ended 
31st March 1919 it is stated that the number of samples 
of sheep dips examined for the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries was twenty-six, These samples were received 
for examination in connection with applications by 
manufacturers for inclusion of their preparations in the 
official “ schedule of efficient dips.” 

Before the Board (now Ministry) give their approval 
to any dips they must be satisfied that the formula 

rovides for a sufficient quantity of a recognised active 
ingredient and that the dip has been made in accordance 
with the formula. 


OBITUARY. 


ALBERT C:LEDHILL, M.R.C.V.8., Strangeways, Manchester. 

New Edin. : Jan. 1885, 

Mr. Gladhill’s death occurred suddenly on Feb. 24th. 

at 15, New Bridge Street. He had been for over 20 

years a valued assistant with Mr. Tedbar Hopkin. His 
age was 56 years. 


STANLEY WILLIAM JONES, M.R.C.V.S., Luton, Beds. 
Lond: Mar. 1896. 


Mr. Jones died at his residence, Lyndhurst, Cardiff 
Road, on March 3rd, a few days before his 47th birth- 


day. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


[  Foot- 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t Swine Fever. 
Cases Disease. — 
Confrmd) Ons. | Ani- Out- | Ani- | ani. | 8h 

Period, |breaks| mals, | Out- | Ani- mals. beaks mals,| Ont- | Slaugh- 
mals, breaks | tered. * 

A (a) (a) (b) (b) | (a) 

Gr. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Feb. 28 8 | 10 5 | 181 1 1] 125] 208] 18 40 12 
1919 | 8 4 7 Mi nN 1 1] 174} 816 6 20 11 
Commenting 1918 9 g 20) 120}; 228] 12 1l 8 
ee 1917 10 | 22 71| 163} 20 49 21 
Total for 9 weeks, 1920 3 e3 | 104 | 89 1994 8| 15] 1408 | 2573] 212] 90 135 
1919 }19| 2] 37 | 54 | 17 /1601 1 1 | 1548 | 3167] 157] 175 61 
Corresponding aa. | 5| 24] 1399| 9696] 173] 124 | 
1917 197 | 752] 1608] 358 124 


firmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
of and Fisheries, Mar. 2, 1990 


Counties affected, animals attacked :— Wilts 1. 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


TRELAND. Outbreaks 

Week ended Mar.1/] ... one ese ove 4 7 

| 1919 een eee eee eee eee eee eee 5 3 
Total for 9 weeks, 1920 eee eee eee 1 2 84 &2 l 4 
1919 eee eee oe eee eee eee 30 91 9 38 
Corppeqpanding 1918 eee eee eee eee eee 87 118 3 19 
_; 1917 .. 2 | 2 1 | 1 7 181 35 | 238 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Mar. 2, 1920 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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